Chapter I
WHY THE ARMISTICE?
-rT was not by to-day's open collaboration with Germany that the
JLVichy dictators began their betrayal of France; they betrayed
her on the day they signed a dishonouring and monstrous armistice.
If they had not subsequently persisted in a policy that was a hope-
less blind alley they might even yet have repaired this initial
mistake. They had no desire to do so.
*
I. The Official Justification for the Armistice
It was P6tain and his military collaborators, Weygand, Darlan,
Pujo, and Colson, who after a tragic debate in the Conseil des
Ministres caused the Bordeaux Government to reject by a majority
of a single vote the proposal for complete Franco-British union
and accept a settlement by armistice. It is they who are re-
sponsible, along with Laval, who was working in the background,
for the fact that the Government of France, alone among the
Governments of defeated Allied nations, treated with the enemy
instead of continuing the struggle from abroad.
In that hour they deceived France.
They deceived her because they made her believe that the
struggle was henceforth hopeless and that French unity could not
be safeguarded by maintaining a metropolitan Government in
being.
i. THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THE STRUGGLE
"You were ready," cried Marshal Petain in his appeal of June 25,
1940,
to continue the fight, and that I knew. The war was lost in the home
country. Ought we to prolong it in our colonies? I should be
unworthy to remain your leader if I had consented to the shedding of
French blood in order to prolong the dreams of a few Frenchmen who
know nothing of the conditions of the struggle. I had no mind to place my
hopes nor my own person outside the soil of France.
A year and a half after the day on which the French Navy and
Air Force, the Army of the Levant and the Army of North Africa,
and all the inexhaustible resources of the French Empire were no
longer supposed, in association with the British Empire, to be in
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